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taught their new masters the use of armour and the manufacture
of arms. By such instruction, Herodian notes, the Romans made
the barbarians more formidable enemies. It is a remark that
admits of a wide and various application to the history of-the
Roman frontiers, but the incident has more than a military sig-
nificance: it shows that the imperial frontiers, long before they
failed as military lines, were ceasing to be spiritual boundaries.
There had been correspondence between Niger and the Parthian
king, one of whose vassals, Barsemius of Hatra, had sent Niger a
force of archers. It was not only the military integrity of the
Empire that Severus was vindicating when, after his triumph over
his rival, he led an army across the Euphrates.
There were indeed good military reasons for the expedition.
The Parthian king, Vologases IV, had held out promises to Niger,
but had not sent him any actual help. Apparently he saw another
way of profiting by the civil war, and we may recognize his in-
fluence at work in an attempt made by certain of his vassals to
shake off the control which the Roman government had exercised
in Mesopotamia ever since the expedition of Lucius Verus. Roman
garrisons in Mesopotamia had been taken prisoner, the important
stronghold of Nisibis had been besieged, and Osrhoene had re-
nounced Roman suzerainty, Severus d^^id^d^to-^^^dTaMl^e
of the occasion, aadrc|^b^^^W^!%^e^teie^. of Pafthia at "this
time, to iliak^is^^^Mtof'the Eastern frontier by resuming, in
$o&&me^tfs$?the annexationist policy of Trajan. He may have
crossed the Euphrates about September1 (194). By the early part
of 195 he had punished Osrhoene for its defection by reducing it
to a province under the charge of a procurator2. Having advanced
eastwards to Nisibis, he ordered his generals to overrun the terri-
tory of the "Skenite, or Mesopotamian, Arabs, and then sent them
upon an expedition across the Tigris into Adiabene. Before the
end of August he had assumed the titles of Arabicus and Adia-
benicus3.
Besides making Osrhogne a; province, he had prepared for the
formation of a province between Osrhoene and the Tigris by the
erection of Nisibis into a colony and the establishment there of a
resident procurator; and the fact that the titles Arabicus and
Adiabenicus, when first conferred, were each combined with the
1  The dry season; cf. Dio LXXV, 2 (p. 339 Boissevain).
2  This would be the occasion of his assumption of the style Imp* V, the
first of three salutations of 195. For &proc. provinc. Osrhoenae in the reign*of
Severus cf. Dessau 1353.
8 Dattari, Num. Aug. Alex. 3986.